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Abstract
Many animations feature one of humanity’s favorite animals – rabbit. Examining recent animations from the USA and China, Zootopia and the Legend of Rabbit, this study compares characters and scenario, explore the cultural and cognitive difference in the image of rabbit in the two countries. In that, the same animal finds different expressions in contents due to different cultural differences, the study aims to inform future animation product with animal characters.
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I. Introduction
Rabbit is one of humanity’s favorite animals, featuring in fables, fairy tales and stories around the world. Rabbit is often seen as a benign, active, lovely and warm character, but also timid, easily-surprised and sometimes even shrewd disposition; this is an apt expression of human duality. The Chinese proverb ‘rabbit’s tail cannot be long’ depicts rabbit as a shrewd and small-minded. The ancient axiom ‘sujudaeto (守株待兔)’ represents rabbit as timid and hasty. This is in contrast to the Western image of rabbit which is smart and witty; rabbit in the East is much weaker and negative in portrayal. This study examines Legend of Rabbit (2011) and Zootopia (2016) in order to analyze the character image and personality description in order to conduct a comparative analysis of cultural differences around the character of rabbit in two countries. The ultimate goal is to explore the influence of historical and cultural differences on contents production.

II. Contents Analysis
Legend of Rabbit features免爷, a folklore image from Beijing. 免爷 is a toy which portrays the colourful myth of northern China which has persisted from Ming dynasty to the present age. The rabbit toy, originating from Thanksgiving traditions, is a hero who saves people and defeats demons; the character was widely loved, especially by children. Also, the chubby image is often used in Chinese traditions to depict a comic and funny figure; this is used in Legend of Rabbit to portray a benign, reliable and fat rabbit in Tu’er. Judy in Zootopia, although in the image of a rabbit, represents Disney’s recent efforts to portray a strong, independent woman. Such change in Disney’s depiction of woman reflects a change in our awareness’ the interpretation of true love in Frozen frees women from preconceptions.
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Fig. 1 This is 免爷 and Tu’er 
Tu’er in Legend of Rabbit is an ordinary cook, representing the casual and relaxed atmosphere of Beijing; it represents the Chinese people who have, through a long history of closed, conservative system, built a habit of defining themselves as per their social position. Tu’er’s hobby and ambition is in meticulously prepared pancakes; likewise, the means of production in the historical feudal system of China has come to define the lifestyle and ways of thinking. In contrast, Judy in Zootopia aspires to the role of police, the position held by carnivores, and seeks to challenge status quo. The notion of making one’s own life through efforts and wisdom juxtaposes preconceptions about rabbit against the changing ideal of woman in America.
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Fig. 2 This is牡丹  and 熊天霸((a white bear in disguise of a panda bear)
Legend of Rabbit addresses the theme of loyalty and filial duty. In the film, a martial arts master is killed by a conniving disciple熊天霸 (a white bear in disguise of a panda bear); just before he dies, he teaches his life’s works to Tu’er, an ordinary pancake maker. The master also asks Tu’er to pass on the symbol of his art to his daughter, 牡丹. Therefore Tu’er  suddenly moves from his daily working to the very perfection of martial arts, embarking upon a journey into the capital to work through difficult challenges in order to find牡丹. The film thus addresses the theme of loyalty of keeping one’s promise despite and above differences in class. This is a theme which has significant import even in modern China. Zootopia draws its inspiration from the anti-slavery movement for African American people and the civil-rights movement; the established values of an advanced democracy find an allegorical interpretation in a story of a peace treaty between herbivores and carnivores. However, just as contemporary America still suffers from racial discrimination, the journey of Judy, a weak rabbit, who aspires to take the job of police from carnivores is fraught with difficulties and challenges. In the end, the lessons that are Judy himself had the prejudices of his own; friendship prevails with reconciliation and forgiveness.
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Fig. 3 This is<Zootopia> and <Kung Fu Panda>
In terms of directorial style, Zootopia presents a new world of animals to portray movement and world views, presenting the past and present of America to attract viewer’s interest and aid their understanding. On the other hand, Legend of Rabbit, like Kung Fu Panda, depicts animal characters in a distinctively human world setting, where characters resolve very familiar problems. That the animal’s speech and movement seem rather disconnected from their real behavior, and thus detract from the viewer’s immersive interest and understanding, points to room for improvement. This point will be further addressed in future researches.

III. Conclusion

The rabbits in the two works share one thing in common –their zeal of justice; their benign disposition to help others. However, in detail, the Chinese rabbit is loyal, benign and idealistic. This is a representation of innocent people of China in its traditional self-perception, aspiring to their own vision even in the class-based, rigid system of a feudal society. This is similar to the pattern of numerous idealistic works coming out of the Great Depressions of the 1930s America. The picture is far from the constraints of reality, but it shows the people’s desire to transcend the reality and aspire to their dreams. Judy, on the other hand, chooses not the ideal dreams in an established social setting; rather, hers is a journey to find a realistic idea of self, overcoming trials and challenges. This represents a much more realistic character for the contemporary viewers. Thus the study examines rabbit characters in works produced in China and the USA to reveal cultural and cognitive difference which imbue different personalities to the same animal character.
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