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PROJECT OUTLINE

e Film Title: "As Usual”
* Genre: Drama Short / Family

« Production Period: July 1-16

* Duration: 6m57s

« Language: Mandarin

* Research Focus: Cross-shot continuity

.

Format: AI short film; 1.85:1 aspect ratg;

and cool tones = S

As Usual



SHINOIPSES

'As Usual' is a short family drama set against the
backdrop of near-future Al companionship
technology.

After Grandma passes away, the father, trying to
comfort his son, orders a'family companion service'
that can replicate Grandma's appearance, voice, and
daily habits. Al Grandma returns home, and life
seems to go back to normal.

But when the child gets hurt, the father realizes:
technology can copy looks;woice, and habits, but it
can't replicate real love. Faced with a renewalprompt,
he has to choose between maintaining the illusion of

reunion or accepting a true farewell.
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Technology may preserve a person’s
appearance, but it can never preserve the
emotional bond that makes us human.

~ g

s If companionship could last forever, would we still
4-“—-1!&%"1 8. know how to say goodbye?

By placing AI within the smallest routines of family life, the film

allows technology to fade into the background while human

emotion takes center stage.

What truly defines our relationships is not perfect companionship,

but the love, loss, and connection that can never be replicated.




Night scene: cold and warm

DAILY LIFE / RENEWAL /

Cemetery setting: quiet, blank space, MEMORY / FAREWELL

farewell feeling

Tone, light, time, texture, etc.

Living room kitchen bedroom cemetery yard etc.



TEAM & CHARACTERS

Creative Team Character Character Description

LIU MENGZHU

The emotional core of the
Grandma ' |family :reappears in the
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RESEARCH QUESTION

How can independently generated shots
form a coherent cinematic scene?

A convincing single image does not guarantee a coherent scene.

01 CHARACTER 02 SPACE 03 EMOTION

Identity & appearance Eyelines & orientation Sound & narrative rhythm

AS USUAL | Cross-shot continuity in generative Al filmmaking



'-'O-1'-_f_i..Creative brainstorming /
finalNzing the script
ChatGRT-assisted

02 Creating a text storyboard
Sholdo Sy R

03 Generate Images

B CTratGRIN % temini / Midjourney

04 Al video generation
Higtsiiald:/ KEhavg /- LiblVa/
seedance / Midjourney

05 Sound Production
Sno-forrbackground:musgic
Minimax for lines and character
volces

06 Post-Production
Pavincl Mmake:I'opaz
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CREATIVE CHALLENGES

Set shot goals Lock master shot

01 | Local Edit Contamination

s ch g snes
Fuadlsimcag e changes; Ltaeial sdriEt;
prop shifts

« Solution:
Sirmearbe st i gieer seid 1S e e e s O by
backup, masking

- K ey L Poind:
Generate first, stabilize in post

02 | Sensitivity and Compliance

e Issue: .'

Chlld'ln_]ury keyWOrdS’ fllter e ———"
triggers, generation failure

&, RERNMFELED,

RRERE, FmaR

o Solution:
Completed bandaging;
family care no blood

« Key Point: .
Describe care,;not injury AT

Actions / details

Ty L aip oS a e

Mask / reference Edit / grade

03 | Local object variations, etc.

vi Ok gstres
Object deformation, material
di-S‘Eortie i and e r oS

« Solution:
e aalics aisedas Pe ey Endce locklng
local replacement -

o Key Point:
Build reusable visual assets

04 | Space and Lens

sibssnes
Reversed.positions, eyeline. crseasdl
prop shifts

e« Solution:
Master wide shot, fixed camera
p.osttionsydetail rops

o Koe P odnt: e
Build the space before the shots




01 Voi-c"'e\ Mismatch

. Issue:Timbrérand volume shifts
LD EQ, e 0ln peSsion, automation

02| Color Mismatch

,___._f.:-_-.;;;'fflsS_ue:Color and exposure shifts
e WM XxNode:grading, shot matching

03 | Fadial Artifacts

m-» |

sdiPgi e DIP PV el e s nev e nig ki nEto e
mm. 1X:Face refinement, local smoothing
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04 | Rough Transitions

» Issue:Hard cuts, missing shots
% 1x:Cutaways, sound bridges Before

£03:46:22

05| Weak Emotion

st ssue:Limited tension
LFix:Ambience, drone, riser
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As Usual

TEAMOG: Liv MENGZHU XIE YITONG DENG XINRUI BOWEN ~ SHARA NUWENG
SUPERVISOR: Prof. Zhou Jeica s N1 A S TN A H AR AL BT NG




